Cloontuskert N.S.

Board of Management Annual Report 2025-2026

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
Chairperson - Ronan Collier
Secretary - Therese Concannon

Patron’s Representative - Tony Hunt
- Fr. Daniel Udofia
Teachers Representative - Lorraine Collins

Parent Reps - Paul Kenny

- Olive Murray
Community Reps - Jude Murphy

- Dymphna Trautt
STAFF

Junior & Senior Infants - Ms Sharon Feely

Ist & 2nd Class - 28th August - June 12th - Ms Katie Johnson
- June 15th - 23rd - Mrs Edel Mc Enroe

3rd & 4th Class - Mrs Mary Mulkeen

5th & 6th Class - Mrs Lorraine Collins

Full-time SEN Teacher - Mrs Therese Concannon

Shared SEN Teacher - Mrs Martina Mulroy

S.N.A.s - Mrs Martina Wallace & Mrs Sharon Grehan

PARENTS ASSOCIATION
The P.A. held their AGM on Wednesday, September 24th. A new committee was formed
consisting of

Chairperson: Gwen Curley and Vice is Amy Murray
Secretary: Cathy Masterson and Vice is Joe Kellegher
Treasurer: Cheryl Donovan and Vice is Amanda Kenny.

Other committee members are Deirdre Whitlow Loughlin, Tommy Carr and Leisa Murphy.
P.R.O. Michelle Kenny

Once again, the P.A. have been a fantastic support to us throughout the year.

They:
- Organised a Last Man Standing fundraiser which was a huge success. A total profit of
€4700 was raised.



Purchased a large role play fire engine for our outdoor area.

Contributed €2900 to the outdoor classroom and garden preparatory ground works.
Purchased chalk boards for our outdoor classroom.

Paid for Music Generation lessons for all children from January - June.

Paid for the ice cream van on Sports Day

Applied for a Re-Turn bin for the school and returned the bottles and cans as needed. A
total of €170 has been raised so far.

We can’t thank the P.A. enough for their hard work, they have been a tremendous support to us
this year.

LIVING OUR ETHOS

Fr Daniel said mass for the children on Friday, September 19" to mark the beginning of a
new school year.

Fr Daniel visited all classes on Tuesday, November 18th.

We celebrated SNA Appreciation Day on Thursday, September 25th.

We invited back our past pupils who won their U14 football final with St Faithleach’s.
The children were delighted with the visit and to see the shield.

Mary O’Brien Healy called to the school on Wednesday, November 26th to conduct a
Religious Inspection

We celebrated Wellbeing Wednesday & Friendly Friday weekly.

We held a prayer service in the school on Monday, January 23rd to mark Catholic
Schools Week.

We visited the Sacred Heart Nursing Home on December 17th and performed some
carols for the patients.

6th Class attended a retreat in Knock on February 12th.

We were county winners in the national Some Like Me Art Competition for our inclusion
themed school collage .

Fr Daniel called to the school on Ash Wednesday to distribute ashes.

We celebrated Grandparents Day on June 5Sth.

Ms Feely and Mrs Concannon visited Ballyleague/Lanesboro Preschool on Wednesday,
April 29th, to meet with the children who will be starting in our school in September.

Fr Daniel celebrated Mass in our school for our 6th Class Graduation on June 19th.

Sacraments

The Ceremony of light for our 6th Class students was held in Ballyleague Church on
March 5th .

Confirmation was in Ballyleague Church on 26th March

First Confession for 2™ Class pupils was in Ballyleague Church on March 24"

First Holy Communion was in Ballyleague Church on 10th May.

Charitable Activities

We collected over 30 boxes for the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal
€200 was raised for St Vincent De Paul



- We collected over 40 pairs of shoes in support of the ‘Our Shoes’ Charity.

Environmental Activities
- We entered the Weee Ireland Schools battery recycling competition
- We got a Re-Turn bin at the school . We held a No Uniform Day on Friday, May 1st. The
children who took part brought in a can or bottle for our Re-Turn bin.
- Numerous clothing recycling drives were held
- We have been named a Re-turn ‘Exemplary School of 2026’ following our entry in the
Re-Turn Award Competition .

ENROLMENT
We held our Opening Evening on May 14th. We currently have 9 on roll for Junior Infants 2026.
One child will also be starting in 1st Class and 1 child will be starting in 3rd Class.

NEW UNIFORM
The new uniform which was introduced in September 2026 was a huge success. There has been
very positive feedback from both the parents and children.

STAFFING

New Teacher

Based on our increasing enrollment, we were granted a fourth classroom teacher in October
2025. Mrs Edel Mc Enroe has been appointed to this permanent position. As Mrs Mc Enroe was
on leave, Ms Katie Johnson filled this position until June 12th 2026.

Language Support Teacher

The Department granted us 5 hours a week English as an Additional Language support for the
2025-2026 school year. Ms Laura O’Donnell was appointed to this position. Unfortunately we
will not have these EAL support hours next year.

SET Allocation for the 2025-2026 school year
Our Special Education Teacher Allocation for the 2026-2027 year is 37.5 hours. Mrs Concannon

will remain the full-time SEN teacher. We will also have Martina Mulroy for 2 days one week
and 3 days the following week next year. She will also be covering the Principal’s Release Days
next year.

S.N.A. Review

Our Special Educational Needs Organiser, Maire Ahern, visited the school on December 8th to
conduct an SNA Review. Our allocation of SNAs remains unchanged for the coming year
following this review.

DEIS LITERACY AND NUMERACY CAMP
A DEIS Literacy and Numeracy camp will run from July 13th- 17th. 24 children will be
attending.



PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS
Our Parent Teacher Meetings were on November 26th & 27th of November 2025.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Past pupil Ciaran Mc Gloin completed his Transition Year work experience with us in October.
Past pupil Katie Brady completed her 5th Year work experience with us in February.
Past pupil Mariana Donlon also completed her 5th Year work experience with us in March.

STUDENT TEACHER
Maria Bolger, a First Year student in St. Patrick’s College completed her teaching practice in the
Junior Room.

HOT FOOD AUDIT

Our school was selected for a Desk Assessment under the School Meals Scheme Inspection
Programme in June 2026. We were also chosen by the Department of Social Protection (DSP) to
audit the Hot School Meals Programme. A DSP employee visited our school on Tuesday, 5th
May.

AFTER SCHOOL SERVICE

Following initial expressions of interest from parents, the school explored the possibility of
establishing a before and after-school care service with Lyons Den and a licence agreement was
completed. However, due to repeated delays and changes to the provider’s terms and minimum
enrolment requirements, parents were consulted and the proposal was not progressed further.

HOT LUNCHES

Owing to falling numbers of children availing of the hot lunches, the parents were surveyed to
find out if they would like to stay with the hot food option or revert to cold lunches . An
overwhelming majority opted for the cold food option. The school will therefore cease offering
hot lunches at the end of this academic year and begin the procurement process for cold lunches.
We would like to thank Maura Hudson for all of her hard work in heating and delivering these
meals to the children over the last number of years. The children will miss her visits!

Tour of the Cups
We welcomed Jerome Kelly, Peter Carney and Sophie Cox on May 28th as they brought the
Connacht Cups to our school.

School Photos
School photos were taken on Tuesday, October 14th.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT
The following policies were ratified by the Board of Management during the school year:

Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessments
Whole school plan for Gaeilge

Acceptable Use Policy

DEIS Plan 2025-2028

Digital Learning Plan


http://2026.we

Sustainable Development Plan

Exemption from the Study of Irish Policy

Policy on the Retention of a child in the Same Grade

Arrival, Dismissal and Supervision Policy

Garda Vetting

Whole school Maths Plan

Electronic Banking Policy

Guidelines for using Physical Interventions and Restrictive Practices Involving Pupils
Homework Policy

Health & Safety (Statement, Policy & Risk Assessment)

Petty Cash Policy

Code of Behaviour

Leave of Absence Policy

Work Experience Policy

School Tour Policy

Free Book Scheme Policy

Substance Use Policy (Very little change since our last review of this)
Dignity at Work (Very little change since our last review of this)
Exceptional Closure Policy

Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment for the DEIS Literacy & Numeracy
Summer Camp

Draft Policies section on website

This folder which is in the Policies section of our website, contains policies under review.
Parents are invited to read through these policies and provide feedback if they so wish.

CURRICULAR DEVELOPMENT

School Inspection
Departmental Inspector, Maire Ni Mhadirtin conducted a follow up Maths Curriculum evaluation

in the school on December 11th. A report was subsequently published online. It can be accessed
here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/school-inspection-reports/cloontuskert-national-s
chool-cloontuskert-lanesboro-roscommon-2/

OIDE Support
Under the redeveloped Primary Curriculum Framework, we must select at least one new

curriculum area to focus on next year. Staff have chosen to focus on Wellbeing and have
requested OIDE Support in this area. Wellbeing integrates PE and Social, Personal & Health
Education (SPHE), focusing on resilience, mental health, and modern RSE.

Modern Foreign Languages - The children in 5th & 6th Class completed the ‘Say Yes to

Languages’ Programme . They engaged with a French tutor for one hour per week for 10 weeks.



EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Sport

- 5th & 6th Class won the B final at the Ballyboro Fc local schools tournament for the 3rd year
in a row on October 9™

- 3rd & 4th Class attended a tag rugby blitz in Creggs Rugby Club on September 10th.

- Noel Kelly visited for weekly soccer coaching for the children from 3rd to 6™ Class.

- Prionsias Killian visited for 2 6 week blocks of hurling coaching for all children.

- Jerome Kelly visited weekly giving Gaelic lessons to all classes.

- The children from 3rd to 6th attended the Roscommon Cross Country Championships on
October 1st.

- 5th & 6th Class attended a football blitz in St Faithleach’s on Thursday, November 20th.

- The children in 5th and 6th Class attended a rugby blitz in Creggs on March 5th and a soccer
Blitz in Sligo on March 10th.

-5th and 6th Class enjoyed playing in the Cumann Na mBunscol football competition in St
Faithleachs on May 8".

-3rd & 4th Class attended a basketball blitz in Castlerea on June 4th.

-Sports Day was held on June 16th. We have invited last year's 6th Class students back to help

run the different stations on the day.

Computers - The children from Ist - 6th Class completed a 7 week Computer course before
Halloween.

External Speakers
-Doctor Eoin from Castle Street Surgeries visited the Junior and Senior Infants on Thursday,

October 2nd

-Amy O’Sullivan from Lanesboro Library treated the children in Junior & Senior Infants to an
interactive storytime on November 28th & March 13th.

-On December 18th, we had a visit from Zoologist Dr John of Midlands Reptile Zoo. He brought
a mix of bugs and reptiles, including a cockroach,a tarantula,a scorpion, and a snake!

-Thank you to Pilot, Conor Glennon who called to talk to the children about his life as a pilot on
January 14th.

-Heritage specialist Tony Kenneally called on Friday, November 7th and taught the children all
about birds of prey and garden birds. He returned on May 1st to bring the children to the bog to
discuss the flora and fauna there.

-Heritage specialist Steffi Otto visited on January 30th and made beautiful ‘little Brigid” dolls
with the children. She returned on May 15th & 22nd to complete biodiversity workshops and
plant flowers and vegetables with the children in our school garden.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094852375006&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV8Zm_X-pDQhrS12SF9Kh1qbCJQtrWwexZUFOB7PH3pr0bG31cTV4COxfzgBlqoENA3A63qd6EBHG28ukrS950-gqIGDKiw1SThyxujoiO5I7Wk_rBzA6l_fn4P5ADaofZJ3adwJrsL3ng9eBrRMfMcliVjLheR5zUi9MyuYMzeSRWUZ6b_ej6wSJ2znGXb_UQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R

-Padraig Holmes, Vet, visited on May 11th to talk to the children in the infant room about his job
as a vet.

-The children from 1st - 6th Class engaged in a workshop with children’s author James Hannon
on June 9th.

-We welcomed back past teachers, Phelim Henry and Pat O’Gorman, on June 11th. Mr
O’Gorman brought a large selection of historical artifacts with him and Mr Henry spoke about
school long ago and the rich local history.

Mercy Convent Science Week - 5th and 6th Class attended Science Week in the Mercy Convent
on October 17th.

Open Days - 5th & 6th Class attended RCC Open Day on November 6th and LCC Open Day on
November 13th.

LCC Variety Show -5th and 6th class attended the LCC Variety Show on December 4th

Food Dudes -The school took part in the Food Dudes Initiative again this year. Fruit and
vegetables were delivered to the school for all children from October 13th - 17th.

STEM Superstars - On January 8th, all classes commenced a 6 week block of STEM Lego
Workshops.

Anti-Bullying Week - We celebrated Anti-Bullying Week from November 10th-14th.

Swimming Lessons - The children from 1st - 6th Class completed their swimming lessons
between February & April this year.

Crotchet Classes - Virginia Cosgrove completed a block of 6 crotchet classes with the children in
3rd & 4th Class after Easter.

Musical - Our 3rd to 6th Class pupils had a fantastic time at the Mercy College Roscommon
enjoying their wonderful production of Annie on November 12th

BLAST - Our BLAST Artist, Lorraine Clancy, visited in December to complete art projects with
the children. She made clay Christmas trees with the children from Jr Infants - 2nd Class and
light up stars with the children from 3rd to 6th Class.

Christmas Card Initiative - The children designed their own Christmas cards which were
available to purchase.

Music Generation - Music Generation gave weekly ukulele lessons to the children from 1st-6th
Class. They also completed a weekly Junior programme with the Infants.


https://www.facebook.com/rosconvent?__cft__[0]=AZWZGtHueDHNDo_6l3QUL9_7YcmGFja9PcbRfnCwTco9URe8lVbQliqu2fJ7hAzeamJy0OvHdB2K0P9FV63B-86tAlBgDctCVL0TxrtV1LOXf2hagrYCUsUjUPEBZtWNUsQSvrsClVkgPdqsKOTuxJUfSpQLQjisG3br3g2kq6Pv35gxmXtQCvZ2smA897eDaGQ&__tn__=-]K-R

Creative Schools - We continued to work in collaboration on our Creative School Plan with
Alice Dixon, our Creative Associate for the Creative Schools Initiative.

Santa - Santa, aka Gerry Keenan, visited the school on December 19th with his two elves,
Damien & Leisa Gill. They gave the children selection boxes which were generously sponsored
by Eugene Delaney.

Science Week & Maths Week - Science week and Maths Week were celebrated in our school.
During Science Week, the children from 4™ — 6 Class were invited to a Science Fair in Mercy
College in Roscommon.

Seachtain na Gaeilge & L4 Glas - The children engaged in many activities during Seachtain na
Gaeilge such as Trath na gCeist , Cinne Comhra. The children marked St Patrick’s Day on
March 13th when they proudly wore green for La Glas. There was wonderful Irish music,
singing and dancing in each room.

World Book Day - We celebrated World Book Day on March 5th . The children dressed up as
characters from their favourite book. We also ran a Book Fair for parents.

School Tours - The children have enjoyed the following school tours:
Jr & Sr Infants went to Playtown in Tullamore on June 2nd

Ist & 2nd Class went to Let’s Go Sports in Athlone on June 3rd

3rd - 6th Class went to Wildlands in Galway on June 12th

COMPETITION WINNERS

Success at Roscommon Drama Essay Festival
Congratulations to Harry Kenny and Roisin Concannon who received an award for their creative

writing in the recent Roscommon Drama Festival Short Story Competition. Harry came 2nd
overall in the 5th Class pupils category while Roisin received the ‘Best in School” award.

Pioneer Essay & Art Competitions
Congratulations to 6th Class student Evie Collins who was the regional winner at the recent
Pioneer Essay Competition, 5th Class student Valeriia Fedorova who was the school winner in
the annual Pioneer Art Competition.

Credit Union Art Competition
Congratulations to Harry Kenny and Jason Butler who won prizes for their art work in the North

Midlands Credit Union Art Competition this year.

Credit Union Quiz Teams
On February 6th two teams took part in the North Midlands Credit Union Quiz in the Mall,

Longford. James, Paudi, Roisin & Evie were on our U13 team, they did very well coming in the
top 20. Our U11 team came 2nd, huge congratulations to Rosanna, Esme, Amelia & Caoimhe.



Lanesboro Library Book Review Competition
3 of our students were winners in the Lanesboro Library Book Review Competition.

Congratulations to Caoimhe Loughlin who came first, Juana Jiju who came 2nd and Daniel
Naumov who came third.

Concern Debating Team
Congratulations to Evie Collins, Roisin Gill and Braiens Mezdreija who reached the semi-final

of the Concern Debating Competition.

BUILDING WORKS/MAINTENANCE

Lir Fire Services, serviced the alarm system

Frank Mannion cuts the grass fortnightly.

Kevin Madden serviced the De-Fib in December 2025 and April 2026.

James Harwood - replaced the basketball hoops, fixed the drainpipes and replaced table
tops.

Longford Blinds - Blinds were replaced in our new classroom

An Interactive whiteboard was installed in the new classroom and the one in 3rd & 4th
and 5th & 6th was replaced.

Damaged light fittings were replaced

The school was deep cleaned.

The front wall of the school and the black parts of the school building were painted.
Shane Muldoon installed attic insulation over 3 rooms costing €4000. The cost was
covered by the Sliabh Bawn Community Benefit Fund.

Paul Farrell installed the rubber matting for our Sensory Area over Christmas at a cost of
€2300 excluding the matting. We purchased the matting, pegs and ties in Fergus Hanleys
at a cost of €3430.

John Gilleran, Plumber serviced the boiler, replaced two taps in the toilet cubicles in the
SEN Room and investigated low water pressure in two of the rooms.

We are currently seeking quotes to plaster over the front wall.

New Phone System

We have replaced our landline phone system with an internet-based (VoIP) system as Telecom
networks are phasing out traditional copper-wire Public Switched Telephone Networks.

FUNDRAISING

Applications - We applied to Inver’s Leading Lights Community Initiative

Used Clothing Collection - A used clothing collection was held on September 17th,

Sensory Box - We were delighted to receive a free Classroom Regulation Kit worth €290 with
thanks to funding from Early Childhood Ireland’s National Pyjama Day Fund at Community
Foundation Ireland. Our classroom teachers set up a lovely sensory area in each of their rooms in
September so the sensory tools were shared amongst our 4 classrooms.



Tree Planting Kit - Having entered the Coill na nOg competition, we won a free tree planting kit
for the school.

North Midlan redit Union 1 ral Fund - We received €500 following our
application to the North Midlands Credit Union Social & Cultural Fund.

Children’s Books Ireland book-gifting projects - We applied to Children’s Books Ireland
book-gifting project for books for our class libraries.

Scholastic Book Fair - We held a book fair in May which raised €44 worth of free books for the
school.

Cake Sale - The children in 3rd & 4th Class organised a Bake Sale to raise funds to help cover
the cost of their crochet classes. €527 was raised.

Education for Sustainable Development

An application to the Education for Sustainable Development Funding for an Outdoor Classroom
was submitted resulting in an award of €2500

Today FM Re-turn Competition
We won €1000 in Today Fm’s Re-Turn competition and were live on air with lan Dempsey on

March 25th.

Slaibh Bawn Community Benefit Fund
We received €3500 from the Sliabh Bawn Community Benefit Fund for our outdoor sensory
area.

Greener Spaces Competition

We entered Roscommon County Council's Greener Spaces Competition — which celebrates
schools that are caring for and developing their school grounds in a way that supports nature,
learning, and wellbeing.

Christmas Raffle

A parent of a second class child, Sonia Butler raised €840 for the school by organising a
Christmas raffle. This was spent on a bench and a sand box for our outdoor area.

New Desktops
Thank you to Mark Tarmey who secured 2 new Dell desktops from Medtronic for our school. We

set up one in the office and the other in the SEN Room.

ROAD SAFETY

We’re extremely grateful to Roscommon County Council for completing the road safety works in
Cloontuskert. They replaced the paths outside the school, tarmaced, installed 3 speed ramps and
upgraded road markings and signage. This has made a huge difference to the speed at which
traffic passes the school. We would like to acknowledge the huge part Cllr Nigel Dineen had in
securing funding from Roscommon County Council to complete these works.



GOODBYE
Goodbye also to our 6th Class pupils Evie, Roisin C, Roisin G, Leah and Paudi. We wish you all
the best as you move on to Secondary School and we hope you are very happy.

Wishing everyone a safe, enjoyable summer
and see you again when we return
on the 27th August.



